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Pan ESUME not to make 3 for 
the publication of this Diſcourſe, which 
is but a neceſſary tho inſufficient e- 
x | preſſion of reſpect for the civility of Your | 

ar and of gratitude for the honour -- 
our Approbaging.. 
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Your unanimous Preſentment of ſome 
Papers and Pamphlets, which with no leſs 


ingratitude than inſolence Libel the PA R- 


LIAMENT, tho it will be ſufficiently 
known to the infamy of the Authors, can- 


not be too ſoon publiſh'd to the Honour of 
Your Zeal and of that renown'd Oracle of 


the Law, who with equal warmth and elo- 


quence recommended them to Your Anim- 


adverſion in his celebrated Charge. 


Surely this preſent. PARLIAMENT 
ought to be mention'd with the greateſt 


_ reverence by the Subjects, which has re- 1 


cCeivd ſuch high Approbation from the 


— 5 — e 
_ ns a —— 2 — r 
.. — — — ——_—_—_— 
— ——ñ———— —— Ce 
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Throne. For © wb Their ſupplys exceeding 
«all that have been granted in one Seſſion _ 
*toanyof Her Ma JESTY'S Predeceſlours, 
«They have tranſcended the hopes of 
Their beſt Friends, and diſappointed 
*thoſe of Their greateſt Enemys. 
With what wondrous Dexterity have 
© They curd thoſe long and ſecret bleedings 
of the N ational Treaſure, without affect. 
ing the Circulation? And for the recruits 
of f this E Waſt, which made the 


whole A 


9 whole head fick and the whole heart faint, with 
what ſurprize to the World and renown to 


; 1 in diſtant Regions,: which will probably be 
the preſent ſupport of the Nation, and 
the enriching of Poſterity? The Proſecu- 


® tion of this heavy War and the Proviſion 
for theſe heavy Debts, the Reeſtabliſh- 


ment of Credit and the inlargement of 


I rade © muſt convince all that are not de- 


é ſignedly obſtinate, how dear the intereſt _ 
aof the N ation 1s to that Honourable Af: 15 
I * ſembly. = 
This is 1. unanimous 3 py the 150. — 
ie thro all the coaſts of Iſrael: But our ; 
pie, Jeruſalem, proclaims Them Wor- 


3 " of this univerſal Applauſe, in that They 


have ſhew'd Their love to the _ by 4 Juild. - 


3 ing it's Sinagogues. 


S And ſince theſe FOR are far 3 

ö to the Animadverſion of PARLIAMENT, tis 

a no leſs honourable than juſt reſentment 

in Nu, as it was in Aliſbai, to check the 

e of theſe Shimeis, who preſume 
to call their curſes and ſtones at David even 


F the Great Author have They open d a Trade 
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at the head of bi 


unſerviceable to the 


| the > Reſpect, 


in the declenſion, but proſperity of their af. 
fairs. And tho the clemency of Our H- 


vereign, equal to David's, may ſcreen the 
heads of theſe Revilers at preſent, Yet as 
Jour Preſentment has ſet a brand of infamy 
upon them, ſo God will, we truſt, bring 
them under the more infamous neceſſity of 
Shimet, to come one day, and with bended 
knee to ſupplicate whom they have inſult- 
ed, and to lift up thoſe hands for pardon, 
which now caſt ones with ſuch deſperate = 
defiance. oj 
— - This Sh af Your: Neat will 

g denkelels have a diffuſive influence, ſo un- : | 
der it's Patronage this Diſcourſe however 
imperfect will, we ove, not be altogether KM 
ablick. T: am with & 


GunTLEMEN, 


Your moſt Obedient 
= 2:5 
E Servant 


Tao. Brovs. 


Mgbty Men, and that not 


—_ 
- 


2 Chron. x1x. 6. 
And faid to the Judg es, Take heed whin ye a: 


for ye Judge not for Man, but for the Lird, = 


who 7 i with you in the Judgement. 


government of the world are ſecret and un- 


high mountains. 


But in Human governments the Judicial Acts 5 
of Men paſs on the open Theatre of the world, ſub- 
= jet to the animadverſion of Princes, and cenſure 
of Subjects. Notwithſtanding there is ſo great an 
= intricacy in the knowledge of Human Laws, ſo 
= great a variety in their vaſt extent, ſuch various 
evaſions and artifice in the execution of them; that 
the Current of Human Juſtice may in ſome mea- 
: = 1 reſembled to the . deep; in that es 


true 


1 | n E Tudzements of God in his Provideanial ” 


ſearchable, being beyond the reach of our 
thoughts, as well as equity of our ways. But tho 
= Zhe Judge of all the earth condeſcends not to de- 
# Cclare the reaſons of the times, nor the uniformity 
= of his Judicial proceedings, yet he generally makes 
= the Juſtice of them conſpicuous to the world. Thus 
in the great image of Davida, the Wiſdom of his judge · 
ments is unſearchable, like the great deep; but the 1 
= Righteouſneſs of them is viſible, ſtanding like the ra. 36.6 
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An Alſize Sermon, Preachd 

true motions and reaſons cannot be known by a Po- 
pular vgiw, nor ſometimes by the deepeſt inquifi- 
tion of Princes. 

Since then there muſt be ſuch lecret opportuni- 
tys of perverting Juſtice thro' the imperfection of 
: Human Laws, and ſuch ſtrong temptations to do it 
F | thro' the corruption of human nature, and ſince the *? 
| perverting of Juſtice muſt be attended with conſe- © 
| quences pernicious to the Publick, and thoſe muſt 
F | be accounted for before that Lord, for whom 
| | they Judge, this muſt deeply impreſs the admoni- 
. tion of the Text on the Judges of the People, Fo take 

heed what They do. 

This was — ſolemn Admonition of King Jeho- ; 
| Jhaphat to thoſe Perfons, whom, as the os verſe 
| tells us, he ſet to be judges in ihe land throughout all 

Ss _ the ciiys of Judah: an Admonition worthy ofa King, 
-| wiſe and religious! religious, in that he reſign d he 
4 Judicial authority to it's proper origine, 10 wit, to 
the Lord; wiſe, as knowing that no argument could 
j ſo ſtrongly oblige Magiſtrates to Zake heed what 
they do, as the confideration, that They judge for the 4 
Lord. =_ 

A Dodtrine very becoming this holy Sanctuary | 
_ 2: ofthe Lord; where the ſword of Juice like Calabs | 
duns is, as it were, taken from behind the 50% Place, and 
1 committed into Your hands; where Te that bear it, 
ſurrounded with all the inferiour Magiſtrates, do _ 
by an unanimous conſent acknowledge, that Te judge 
or the Lord, and with united ſupplications inyokeHis = 
ad and direction in the — of your high "The 
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. the Lord becauſe the 


at St. Mary's in OxFoR p 


The words, which we nave _—_— for this folem- : 


nity, contain ' 


Firſt, A Pofition, that OT or Ss publick Mini 


ſters of Juſtice, judge for the Lord. 


 Secondhy, An Admonition to en, therefore to 


Take heed what they do. 


4 Our preſent bufineſs ſhall be fire to prove the Po. 
= fition: and thence 24ly to enforce the Admonition. 
|, The truth of the Poſition ſeems deducible from EE 
A theſe two arguments. 
Birfl, The Judges judge for the Lord, becauſe the 
| Laws, by which they judge, are,or ought to be, found 
ed in ſome Natural Law, and are ratify d in general . 
= by the Poſutive Law of God. 5 
= -— Secondly, Becauſe the Authority, by which they 
| judge, i 18 Jeriv'd from God. 
Firſt, The Miniſters of Juſtice may be ſaid 0 judge 5 
Equity of Human Laws is 
3Z founded in the Law of Nature, which is the Law of 
= God; and /econd/y, becauſe the Obligation of them 
| is ratify” d by his Po/etwve Law. # 
= Judge for the Lord, becauſe the 
= Equity of the Laws, by which they Fudge, i is founded 
in the Lam of Nature, which is the Law of God, the | 
author of Nature. 5 
For all Human Laws are but particular and equi. ; 
I table determinations of the Lam of Nature: and the 


And Zr, they 


AAunicipal Laws of a Nation are but the ſeveral ifſues 


4 I of the reneral Law of Nations, which muſt vary 
= | A 2 with 


An Aſise Sermon, Preachd 
with the diverſitys found in the genius, intereſts and 
commerce of every fingle people. There are Origi- 

nal maxims of Juſtice, the characters of good and 
evil, right and wrong; which being founded in the 
ſtability of things, cannot be plyd to the policys of 
State; nor ſo ſubmit to the depravitys of Govern- 

| | ment, as to efabliſh iniquity by a lau. And as Hu. 

= man anus approach theſe original Statutes of Nature 

i without mixture or multiplicity of Caſes, ſo they 

| 3 reſemble them the more in the extent of their uſe * 

1 and length of their duration. As thoſe are uniuerſal, 
received by all nations; ſo theſe are more general, 

ecembrac d by many: as thoſe excel in eternity, ſo do 

8 theſe in antiquity. Thus the laws of ſome ancient 2 
_ ___ States are celebrated at this day, tho the ſtates them- 3 

| felves are almoſt buried in oblivion; theſe reliques 

= of their Policy remaining the great teſtimonys o ß 

3h their Wiſdom, as the ruins of their Temples: are 

off their Architecture. 1} | f 

1 But let us conſider the body 4 the Jewiſh 1 aw 

= which! is tranſmitted down entire, tho that People 

4 be diflipated and diſpers'd among the Nations un- 

| ' der the curſe of Cain. Thoſe laws, Thou ſhalt not 

| | kill, Thou (balt not fteal, Thou ſhalt. not commit a. 

_ 1 jo Aultery, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, or if there 

be any other commandment contain d in the com- 5 

prehenſion of that one, I hon ſhalt not cover, Think 

ye that theſe commenc'd their obligation at mount 

Sinai? no: They had an antecedent Promulgation 2 

and an antecedent force upon the eus before that 


WH - - ſolemn Perzed, being 3 by the Hill 1 6 
{1 8377 " "TTY 
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= -:t St. Mary s in Oxrok D. 
of Nature, before they were deliverd with Light. garn. 

* rings and thundrings and Tempeſt, or in the Scrip- 
S tural figure, They were engraver on the fleſhly ta. 
les of their heart, before they were wrote on tables 


of Stone. 
And thoſe Laws concerning wrongs and treſpaſſes „ 


and the ſeveral Reflitutious to be made, and Penaliys 


| : to be ſufferd proportion'd to the circumſtances of 
the Fad, how equitable determinations are all theſe 
of thoſe general Laws contain d in the ſecond Table? 
And as to the Precepts of the Ceremonial Laa, in 
1 the diſtinction of meats, and of habits, and divers 
= 7aſhings, and the like; tho their wiſe Lawgiver, 
who looks through long futurity, might frame theſe. 
do ſpiritual defigns, for /hadows of good things to 
come; and might place them as a partition wall to in- 
"x cloſe that deſultory People from the mixture of other 
Nations, tho He might beſides theſe vifible ends 
have more and greater folded up with them in the 
myſterious depths of his Providential wiſdom; yet 
2 doubtleſs theſe Laus were in themſelves, and in their 
immediate intention, fram'd and calculated to the 
nature, the intereſts, the prejudices, and the climate 


4 I of the 7erwi/h Nation. 


so that upon the ſurvey of their whole Polity, =O 
= Moſes meaſures the excellency of their Laws not 
from the dignity of God above other Lawgivers and 
7 Founders of States, but from the intrinfick Wiſdom 
and Juſtice of the Laws themſelves; which made 
that people tho' the leaſt of the nations in territory, 
vet tha — in * What nation zs there — +7 |} 


ear” 


22, 23. 


F 


r err Yo oor Orang; oor gens 47 COON NED Tk ta. as — TT . —_— — —— ve 


n did Sera; Preach 4 


great, that hath ſtatu tes and judgements /o een 


as all this law, which I ſet before you this day? 


"This rational challenge which the Jeb, the 
feweſt of all people, made to their neighbouring Na- 
tions, may as juſtly be reſum d by this our Kingdom 
to Nations greater and mightier then Ourſelves, 
concerning the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of our 
Laus. For what Nation is there, that hath ordi. 
nancès and ſtatutes ſo wiſe? which are not as in 
other States impoſed by the capricious Edits of a 
Monarch, nor extorted by the injudicious violence 
of the People, but are form'd and enacted by the 
concurrent wiſdom of a National Senate, aſſembled 
every year in our Capital City, like the Sanhedrim 
at Jeru/alem out of every Tribe, to repair the laws, 
as well as to order the affairs of the houſe of Iſrael. a 
compoſed of Per/ons, who by the variety of their 
Intelligences and latitude of experience and height 
of their ſtation, have an abſolute view of the na- 
tures and diſpoſitions of the People, their conditions 
and neceſſities, their factions and combinations, their 
animoſities and diſcontents; and therefore form their 
Laws according to this compound and deep policy, 
not to the ſpeculative maxims of ancient Politicks, 
nor to the imcompatible models of 2 Govern- 
; ments. 5 - 
— by their Annual Seffions it comes to nas 
that the | inconveniencies ariſing in the nature of our 
Laus, their inconformity to the times, their incom- 
petency to their ends, which could not be provided 
againſt by the — of our Anceſtors, are — d 
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Poſitive ordinance. 


= verſal command on all its Profeſſors, living under 
whatever form of government, to ſubmit themſelves" x Det 3.13. 
uo every ordinance of man for the Lords ſake: for 
= 25 the Powers that be, are ordain d of God, fo the non 
= Laws enacted by thoſe Powers, are confirm'd by his 
authority. 8 


der the light of Chriſtianity they muſt be ſujet alſo wn Rom. 13. 
1 LY conſcience ſake. 


3 | ture of Heathen Emperours, whilſt they by a bar- 


and to root out its Profeſſion, how much rather does 

it eſpouſe and ratify the authority of thoſe Chriſtian 
Princes, where the Church is embody'd with the 

© | Stage, where _s \ _Hockewnftical government is pro-: 


at St. Mary: in Oxroxp. 


by the experience of their Succefſors: ſo that Time 


by the ſame ſteps, that it reduces all other things to 


decay, r raiſes our Laus to a gradual perfection. 


What nation is there fo great, that hath ordi- 


= mances ſo rigbteous? fince they are not only founded i 

in Eguiiy, but are by a legal Appeal determin'd in | 
its Courts; where the rigour of Common Juſtice is Y 
mitigated, and its evafions revers d by a mild and 


juſt deciſion. - 
And as Human Laws may be Wente the laws 


q | of God, as being founded on the Law of Nature,which 
is the law of God, flo 


24%, Are they made fo, as being ratify d by his 


For the firſt planters o of Chriſtianity laid this uni- 


that whereas under the darkneſs of 
pple were ſubject for wrath, un- 


* 


Heatheniſm 


Now if Chriſtianity thus eſtabliſh'd the Legiſla- 


barous retaliation endeavourd to deſtroy its Laws 


tected 


|= 2 Ahe n Preachd 
1 tected by the Civil, as the Rod of Aaron was by the 
1 Scepter of Moſes! Doubtleſs in theſe Chriſtian Na- 


|} ſecular Powers are not only the Ordinances of God 
baut confirm His, we muſt needs be ſubject not only 
for wrath, but allo for conſcience ſake. 


* trary to the fundamental Laws of Equizy, are can- 


Wl daiſm by the concerted terrour of t 
. in like caſes, where the Magiſtrate 


hath furniſhd us not only with examples but alſo 


a8 4. 19. With a reply, whether it be right in the fight of God © 


to hearken unto you more then unto Goa. Judge ye. 
But in caſes of Natural right, which are agreeable 

both to Reaſon and Chriſtianity, and in indifferent 
matters, matters only of Poſitive right, which are re. 
3 pugnant to neither, in theſe caſes they that reſiſt, 
donn ball receive to themſelves damnation. Thus 


tions, which are Gods peculiar people, where the 


1 1 Edicts, Statutes, or Decrees, that are con- 


cell d by the Law of Nature, which is antecedent in 
| | time and ſuperior in force to any human inſtitu- 
| | tion. Thoſe that contradiC the Laws of Religion, 
ere cancell'd by the Lav of Revelation, which tho 
not antecedent in time, is ſuperior - in force even 
| | tothe Lau of Nature. Be They the laws of the Medes 
and Perſians which alter 2 yet they muſt give 
place to the Lazy of Nature which cannot, and much 
more to the Law of Revelation, which will never Xx 
alter. As the three //raehtes were not ſway'd from 
# Judaiſm to Idolatry by the dread of the burning fiery 
| / Furnace, nor the Apoſtles from Chriſtianity to Ju- 
1 he Council; ſo 
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mands things 
contrary to the commands of God, cafes which ſel. 
dom happen but are often pretended, the Scripture 
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a2 St. Mary in Oxy ox. 


upon as touch d by the Scepter of God. 


pe proceed to our ſecond argument, that the 
' I | jade es Judge for the Lord, becauſe. 


"Geena: The Authority, by which they Judge, 


is deriv d 3 Him. 


All power, Juriſdiction, Dominion i is original i in 
„ God; but in Princes and ſubordinate Rulers it is de- 


legated and depending: and however this power by 


intermediate conveyances may be transfer d from 
Princes to Judges, from Judges to inferiour Magi - 
ſtrates, yet at the end of this chain ſtill the de- 
4 legation of this power is originally from God, tho 1 
= mediately from Man. | 
Ik) he greateſt Emperours, that ſeem moſt ne : 
4 in their Dominions and Sovereign in their Titles, are 
but as inſtruments in the hand of Providence, to 
execute wrath, or to diſtribute benefits to Mankind: 
and ſuch an abuſe of this power, by oppreſſing their 
Saubjects, or invading their Neighbours, as diſclaims 
| x their ſubjection to that God, %% is higher than the 
vj 4 Higbeſ, is as unnatural, as if the rod ſhould ſhake u 1 
ee, agaiuſt them that lift it up, or as if the fal, VO 
b I at up it ſelf, as if it were no wood, 
= Tis by the delegation of God, that a/l Kings reign; 
= tis by his commiſſion, that all Princes decree Fuſiice : 
and when they inveſt their Miniſters with a Judicial = 
power, they do but transfer, not give, the donation 
of Heaven. What Magiſtrate or ſubordinate Ruler 
= could upon higher — magnify his Authority 
47 B. than 


= Thus then we conelude, that our Municipal Laws 
1 whei EnaQted from the Throne, are to be look d 
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An Aſſize Sermon, Preachd 
than Pilate, placed in the government of Judba by 
the greateſt Authority then on earth? But our Lund 
who gave unto Cæſur the things that were Ceſar 3, 
teſtifys to Kings and their depending Miniſters by 
his anſwer to Pate, that the Civil T 9 
could not have that ſupream power 70 xiil or to re. 
labs 19.90. Jeaſe him, but not any power at all againſt him, e. 
cept it had been Gen bim from above, not from Ce- 
far but from God, = 
Neither is this Judicial Authority leſs derivative = 
in the moſt popular Republick, than in the moſt. 
deſpotick Monarchy : and that Power of Pilate over 
the life of our Lord, had it been deliver d by the 
annual Conſul, as it was by an Emperour, it muſt 
have been equally given him from above, not from 1 
Nome but from Heaven. = 
ITho' therefore thoſe late filthy Dreamers, who = 
not only deſpiſe but invert Dominions, reſolve all 
power originally into the people, making Princes 
and Judges with the various moulds of Government 
to be their original Workmanſhip, for their pleaſure * 
and uſe created, and by their decree to be Annihi- 
lated; tho theſe Serpents by their poiſonous infu- 2 
fions hays. long tempted our Nation to it's ruin, as 
the old Serpent did our firſt Parents, aſſuring them, 
not that they /bou/d be, but that they are, as Gods: yet 
as Scripture tells us, that God made the People So 1 
ſelves; ſo Reaſon tells us, He muſt have: Dominion 
over the work his hands: and that this Domimun 
muſt be ſupream, over the moſt mighty Nation; as 
it is everlaſting, before the moſt ancient. No in 
- Ti moria 
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at St. Maxy's in OxrozD. 


XZ morial Antiquity: of Origine can preſcribe againſt. 
* the Supremacy of the Eternal, nor multitude of Peo&- 
ple diſpute it with the Omnipotent. Ihe Lord is vt, 
King, be the people never /o impatient. And he has 
has d us that he is Our King in a merciful, we may 
ſay, in a miraculous, manner; by overruling this m. 
patient People, into whom this evil Spirit was in- 
fuſed, and turning it's fury againſt thoſe Perſons, 
= who, tho' they had infuſed, could not eje& nor re. 
= fiſt it: but were compelld to retire with the confu- 
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1 N | fion of thoſe defeated Exorciſts, the ſeven ſons of Sce- | 


va, whom the man poſſeſſed with the evil Spirit nt 


pom and overcame and prevail. 4; 0% that they fied « ads 19.16. | 


Ss 1 evil Spirit out of our People; ſo that they now ſit 
XZ downquiet and in their right mind. Yea bleſſed be 
our Lord, ho in his late N Controverſy, for if 
x we conſider it in its Right, in its Proceſs, in it's Iſſue, 
wie muſt ſay, it was the Lord's Controverſy; bleſſed 
be his Name, who thereby hath reeſtabliſn d thoſe Do- 
= &Qarines, which are the pillars of our Conſtitution, on 
their ancient baſis, we are aſſured beyond the force 
port argument, and we hope beyond he attempts of 
Rebellion. The Nation 5 been Judge, and the Na- 
9 tion has given it's publick verdici in right of that A- 
pPoſtolical Doctrine that the Powers that be, are or. 
XZ daindof God: whether if ze the King as Supream, or 


= awaywounded, and naked. 


But blefled be our God, who hath wal caſt this 


= thoſe that are put in authority under him. And in 


the whole courſe of our Magiſtracy, which by a re- 
: 3 + | m_ — of Court 5 alcengang like the hep 8 
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in Solomon's Throne, lead up to the Regal Authority | 


there is no Miniſter of Juſtice; but who is 4% the 
Miniſter of Cod; and as ſuch, is ſecurd from con- 


tempt or refiſtance not only for wrath, but alſo for 
conſcience ſake, not only by the terror of the ſecular 


Sword, but of Eternal Damnation. 


But in our excellent Conſtitution there are me 
who move, as it were, in a ſuperior orb: whom when 
God by the hands of the Prince inveſts with his Au- 
thority, he dignifys with his Title; ratifying it, as it 
vc, were, by a publick Declaration, 1 have ſaid, Teare 
Gods. Thus he who is a Judge among Gods, has plac'd 
Dou as Gods among Men: or rather the ſimilitude of 
order and equality of number leads us to confider; 
that as in founding the Spiritual Hierarchy the twelve 
Apoſtles were advanc d above their fellow Chriſtians 
and with a tommiſſion to bind and looſe, were placed 
on Thrones Tudging the tribes of Iſrael: ſo in tge 
eſtabliſhment of our civil Polity are Tee exalted 
above the level of their fellow Subjects, and with a 
commiſſion ofa like extent, tho of a different kind, are 
ſeated onTribunals Judging the diviſions of our Land. 


The ſtanding Courts of Judicature placd in the 1 


Metropolis of our Nation, over which They preſide, 
are the primary Fountains and great Repofitorys of 
Judgement and Juftice : from whence by the convey- 
| ance of theſe Circuits diſtributed thro the land, the * 
happineſs wiſh'd to Judah, is accompliſh'd in this 


ame 524. Kingdom, that Judgement runs down nd Kater aud i 
. like a mighty Stream. ; 

Let us then recollect and unite theſs two Argu- 
ments: and 1 First, 


at St. Mary's in Oro. 


in fome Natural Law, and always. ratifyd by the 


Fir8, Since Human Laws are generally founded 


Poſitive Law of God; fince they may be accounted. 
God's Laws both by. a Natural right and by — 
Aaland” 

= Secondly, Since the Judicial Authority of Mag i· 
ſtrates is deriv'd from God and confirm'd by his Gr. 
* adinance: fince the Laws and Authority, by which 
they judge, is God's, therefore we may Juſtiy infer | 
that they yudge for the Lord. 


Upon theſe accounts Mo/es in his Charge to the 


4 judges, (the repreſentatives of himſelf as he was of 
God,) commands them 7o judge righteouſly between E 
every man and his brother: for, ſays he, the judge. baun 
= ment is God's. So that according to the judgement 
of that inſpired Lawgiver, God not only confirms 
the Laws and Authority, but ratifys the ſentence 
of Magiſtrates = . 
But je hoſbaphat 1 in FER Charge nder adds. that 


God not only authoriſes the whole Proceſs, but a. 


155 s he) Fand th in the congregation of the mighty : 
| ftandeth he only as an inſpector of their fidelity? or 


3 3 an aſſiſtant of their inability? yes, more than this, 


| he judgeth among the Gods. LT 
Whatever the concurrent teſtimonys of theſe Kings 
1 | may 


its in the execution. For as Mqſes tells the Judges = 
that he judgement is God s, ſo Tehoſhaphat — 5 
them, that God is 207th them in the judgement. 
1 David carrys this argument higher in his repr. 
9 henfion to the Judges. How long will ye judge un. vt 

e and accept the perſons of the wicked? for God 


da. 1. 
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An ide Sermon, Preach d 


may amount to, how high ſoever theſe expreſſions 
may ariſe, they certainly fall in with an — 


weight to our former arguments. 
If then according to our Poſition, which we e hope 


the judgement be His, if He be with them in the 
judgement, if He judeeth among them; how natural, 


| how ftrong is the inference for them, to take heed 
hat they do? which admonition we ſhall under our 


24 General enforce from theſe three confiderations. 


Fir, Of the great difficulty in a faithful and full * 
diſcharge of this high Truſt, n they Judge | in 


God's ſtead. 


Secondly, Of it's great importance to the welfare =_— 
of the People, over whom they are Judges. = 
Thirdb, Of its final importance to their eternal = 

Salem. And 3 
Fir, The great difficulty, that is requir d to a 4 
faithful and full diſcharge of Their high Truſt, ſhould Y 


induce the Judges to zakg heed what they do. 


For they judge in God's ſtead; and ſhould aden; 2 
vour to acquit themſelyes not as Men but as Gods, 
with whoſe tory they are nvelted, and whoſe 

titles they bear. ay 
I)!he difficulty of this high Truſt appears, 1751 in the 1 
| knowledge of our Laws, zal, in the Execution. 


Firſt, In the knowledge of Our Laws. 


As no man can comprehend the difficulty of any 
Science, but he who has ſearchd into the foundation 
and intricacys of it; ſo none but the Maſters of . 
rael, the Oracles of our Law, can conceive, none Þ 

can 
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is fully eſtabliſn d, the Judges judge for the Lord, if ; 


at St. Mary's # in Oxro0RD. 15 


can deſcribe the vaſt extent and involutions of! it. 
Let us confider only one fingle Law: to know 
the grounds and times not only of its firſt en. 
acting, but of its ſucceſſive alterations, what addi- 
tions it has receivd in ſome Reigns, what limita- 
tions in others, and the moſt important and deciſive 
Illfſſues of it in a great variety of Ca/es : and if this 
comprehenſion, which is neceſſary to the knowledge 
ol each ſingle Law, be extended to the complex 
Body of our Laws, great in antiquity, in policy, in 
extent and in number, this juſtifys the character of 
them given by our renown d Hiſtorian, the ſupream 
Judge of their Right, and ſurely the beſt of their Ex- 
cellency, when with the utmoſt depth of reſpect and 
loftineſs of expreſſion he ſtyles © the Common Law ara. 
*an admirable and great myſtery, upon which no T 
« Man look'd with greater affection, reverence and 
ſubmiſſion. 


And as the comprehenſion of this knowledge i is 
extreamly difficult, flo 3 
Zally, Is the application of it renderd more ſo in 
the Adminiſtration of Ju/tice. For to diſcern the 
= right of a Cauſe, not only under its own intricacy and 
its fimilitude and coincidence with others, but thro' 
the partial Informations wherein it is arawn, and ar- 
= tificial Repreſentations wherewith it is open d, and 
to purſue it thro the windings, the ſtratagem, und - 
contention of pleading, and to ſupport it under the 
defects and ſuppreſſion of witneſs, and the forgd 
4 and counterteſtimonys of direct perjury, and com- 
3 ” bination of a factious or purchas d Jury, Theſe things 


require 


0 


r 


6 Ae Aer Sermon, Preachd 
1 * require ſuch able men, as Jethro directs, men of ſo 
ſtrong, ſo capacious, and 10 piercing an intellect; 


to David in his own cauſe, ought to be Wund in 


hi the Judges of the people, ſurely they ought to be 
ee . 4 Angels of God to diſcern bad and good. 


OG 


44 plac d beyond the poſſibility of corruption as well as 


but loving truth, not only diſcerning but Hating co- 


that the Character, which injur d Mephibaſbeth g ave 


. They ought to be as Angels not only in the per- 
[ih feection of their knowledge but of nature, and to be 


errour: they ought to be form d after the pattern 
of Jethro, to be Men not only able in Judgement 
but upright in Affections, Men not only knowing 
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_ wetouſneſs. For what ſon of Man is there fo per- 
irn fect above his brethren, as to be able to ſhake hi: 
1 Hands from holding of- bribes, which cleave like a 

', Leproſy or the curſe they entail? whole integrity 1s 

; ſo harden'd againſt the natural impreſſions, either 
of pity, as not 20 reſpect a poor man in his cauſe; or 
of nature, as not to be moyd by the affection of Re- JF 
1 lations; or of gratitude, as not to be ſway d by the 
1 ſollicitation of Patrons? whoſe integrity is ſo un- 
= it  courtly and unpoliſh'd, as to reje& the interpoſi- 
| | tions of great Men, of the Mighty and the Noble? 
vor, what is more, to withſtand the impetuous ſway 2 
W i. and tyranny of Faftion, which by a Sacrilegious 2 

power /ubdueth all things unto itſelf? lat, if in 

| theſe particulars they come up to the pattern of Je- 
thro, if they be men loving truth and hating c- 
4.1  vetouſneſs; yet who is found ſo ſtout, ſo courageous, Þ 
E as to contend with the great Oppreſſors and Extor- 
: tioners 8 


tioners in deſence of the Widow, the Orphan, and 
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—— 
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the Poor; to break he jau; bones f thoſe Lions, 
and to pluck the ſpoil from between their teeth? 
who under the certain proſpeC of ruin, under the 
open menaces and - undermining malice of their 
proud wrath, what reſolute deliverer of the poor 
can fay with the eternal deliverer, I have ſet my 


ace like a flint? Upon the whole we cannot but 


*X conclude, that the Queſtion concerning the diffi- 


: 1 3 | ask d of the diſtribution of juſtice, Who 16 ſufficient: Cor 2. 16. 


et in feruſalem of the. Levites and of the Prieſts cr» 
2 e, ble chief. q the Fathers in Iſrael for the 


ſembled our Ecclefiaſtical Rulers, the chief of the 


73 culty of the Ecclefialtical Miniſtry, may juſtly be 


r Ad 

Me cannot but congratulate Tho/e that are veſted 
in this high employment, that they are advanc d by 
2 prince equal to Jeheſbaphat no leſs in Juſtice than 
Devotion: who as in Her whole Adminiſtration, ſo 
in the execution of Judgement has as great regard 
to the Rights of Her People as to her Oz, and . Es 


greater to their Praviledges, than to the extent of 
Her Prerogazzve.. Who therefore when She girds on 
Her Seryants the ſword of Juſtice, does it with no 


= reſervations or implicit conformity to Her own Will, 


bdut with an impartial regard to Truth, declaring 
1 RI to them, Te udge not for Me, but for the Lord. 
And we cannot but congratulate likewiſe Our- 
2X /ehes, that in one great particular our Soverezgy 
reſembles Jehoſbaphat: For as He at the ſame tine 
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age ment of the Lord; fo has our Sovereign reaf: 
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15 Prieſts and of the Fathers of our Church: and has 
dy her Royal Licence empower d and by her gra- 
Þ | cious Letters encouraged them, ſaying, in the words 
of that good King, Deal courageou/jy and the Lord 
| 1 ſhall be with the good. Bleſſed be the memory of 
o00biur Prince, who hath thus in full Convocation re- 
[4 re Them to their Original juriſdiction; and Bleſs- 
0 cd be the memory of thoſe Juages, who have con- 
firm'd it. But Y 
ah, The great importance, which a juſt ad mi- 4 
niſtration of uſtice has on the welfare of the people, 
'! requires the 7udges to take heed what they do, © 
'* When David reprov'd the Judges of //rael, he 
. | 1 dids them to confider, how by their Maleadminiſtra. 
mur WE” the Foundations Te the earth twere out of 1 
Indeed as the Government, not of Ifraet only, but = 
=: of every Nation is founded on the conſtitution of 
its Laws, and diffolyd by the ſubverſion of them 
' _ fo the intermediate periods of its-grandeur or de- = 
| clenfion are viſible in the ſteady or remiſs execution 
of them. The regularity of I ice will keep it 
upon its foundation, when it is under the greateſt _ 
| agiftations of Religion; but the uncertainty of u- 
See will overturn it, when Religion is uniform and 
NNNNnñ its perfection. This we read in the deſtiny of an- 
cient Rome, who became the Empreſs of the world 
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more by the invitation of her gulli, than terrour 
od her Arms; who by the ſteddineſs of her Laws 
| | Houriſhdto that unparalleld height under all the 
1 rere of n but by the dä of 
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| Them witherd under the influences of Chriſtianity. 
This we ſee in our neighbouring Szaze, {mall in ter. 
ritory but great in power, whilſt She invites all the 
1 Ws | Ez and obnoxious to retreat to the impartial 
| bar of Her Tribunal, tho they go to an hundred Al- 
tars. What we read of in ancient Nations, what we 
| ſee in our Cotemporarys, we have read of old, and 
1 1 we ſee at preſent, in our Own. - 
fe ſee how in this Nation, a Nation free i in 1 the 
| potion of their Propertys, and too free in the 
4 3 choice of their Religion, a Nation ſway'd to and 
fro by the ſuperior motions of the Mighty, and the 
1 3 { undercurrent intereſts of the People, and mov d ex- 
_ <-dingly by contending and excentric Factions, yet 
we ſee how by the uniformity of Juſtice all is held 
| cure, and firm upon its old Eſtabliſhment : nei- 
| ther can the contrary ſtrugglings of many Religions, 
gor the joynt attacks of Irreligion, nor the ſtrong 
3 3 L {| convulfions of Partys at home, nor the ſtronger of 
War abroad move it out of its lace. © | 
3 1 We have all read, many of us have ſeen the re- 
"x verſe of theſe things i in that tragical Rebellion: we 
= faw how that mighty Tempeſt reſembling Eljahs, 
in which there was an abundance of rain, was 52. [Kings b. 
ter d from acloud no bigger then a mans hand; it 
dſæẽækkroſe only from the violation of ſome few Laws, if ; 
it might be calld a violation which was only a re- 
vuiving of obſolete; the People (as the great Hiſto- 
rian remarks) being more aggrievd at the breach of 
4 few Laus, then pleas d with the full poſſeſſion of 
1 * all the reſt. Neither could this Grievance be — d 
© | S n——_ 
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Al Afſize Sermon, Preachd 
by the excellency of bur Religion, which was then 
ſo conſummate, that if in any age, ſurely in that 
Reign, our Daughter of Sion appear d in perfett 
beauty : no, nor by the excellency of our King; who, 
as in regard to the proſperity of the Church, had 
great delight in her beauty, ſo in regard to the 
welfare of the ate, took care above all Kings 70 


ans cloathj the daughters of Jeruſalem in Scarlet, and to 


put on them the ornaments of gold: and of whom 
in regard both to the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil govern- 

it may, it muſt, be juſtly affirm d that before him 
there aroſe few like him, neither after hum will any E 
be Superior. 
And when thro' this good King 8 pretended breach | 

of afew Laws the Uſurper had aſcended his Throne 
by the ſubverſion of all; yet he wiſely ſecur d himſelf 
in it by the reſtitution and exerciſe of Them; and 
fix d his Government more by the ſword of Tuſtice | 
than of his Army. For what but the Current of 
Juſtice returning again to it's ancient channels, and 


viſiting the land with theſe annual Circuits could 4 


: have render d this Nation at that time ſo flouriſhing 


in trade, ſo formidable in arms, tho weakend as yet 1 


under the depopulations of War, tho diſtracted by 


1 the abſur d mixtures of Religion, tho broken by the | 


imperious ſway of the U/urper, that rod of God' 5 _ 
"0 that Haff of his indignation. ĩÄ ; 
So Pacific, we fee, is the influence of Jaflice, 7 as 
to calm the moſt raging diſtractions of a People; ſo 
mutinous are Her complaints, as to ſummon up a ge- 


neral rebellion, and to — ar in all their gates. 


But 


"= Atheiſm, no leſs than 
"XZ puniſbd by the Judge; and Schiſm is a fin, if without 
the Cogniſance, yet under the diſcountenance of the 
Lau: yet neither is Schiſm ſo multiply'd by the 
l ſeorcery of Seducers, nor Atheiſm by the blaſphemy 
of Scoffers, as Both are by the corruptions of Ju. 
mm F; ” ER UNS ĩð d 
For when a man obnoxious to the ſtroke of 7u/7ice 
hall take ſanctuary under a Schiſm; and ſnall noet 
bo nluy ſhelter his villanys, but carry his unjuſt Cauſe 
buy the intereſt of ſome ſplendid Schiſmatick or the 
Aunited efforts of a Pariy, where ſhould ſuch an one 
ſeek for Religion, but where he finds ſuch protection? 
wuhoſe Gods ſhould: he follow, but Theirs who are 
able to deliver after this fort? © © © © 
Again when the balance of Juſtice, like the mer- 
x cenary Scales of Merchandiſe, ſhall be turn d by the 
weight of ſilver: when the /o75 of Belzal ſhall be ſuf 
fer'd to walk in the Temple of Juſtice for hire, 
l laying of the innocent, hat zuilt thou give and Imi 
betray him unto thee? When the iflues not of trivial 
Propertys but of great Eſtates ſhall be determin'd 
e ſabornd and well concerted Evidence; when an 


renn ene eb * 2 4 t hi e a 


at St. Mary in OxrorD. : 
Bat tho' Rebellion and all the miſcheifs of an in- 


feriour fize, (the fad but ſure conſequences of per- 
uverting Judgement) may juſtly impreſs this caution, 


2 


on Magiſtrates, to rate heed.what they do, yet ſure 


ly it becomes us who miniſter before the Lord, as 


well as thoſe who judge for the Lord, to conſider the 
pernicious effects which the corruptions of Juſtice 


bring on his holy Church. 


. 


Idolatry, is an iniquity to be hoo 31. . 
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L ue. 6-16. 04th, "Which for confirmation is the end of all firife, 2 
1. ſhall be deſecrated to perplex and darken the Right; 
Þ 31 when that Name, by which the Eternal fweareth . = 
| neb.6.13. 46 he ing unable to ſwearby a greater, when the name 
olf God ſhall fign the counter-perjurys of men; what 
i thoughts can vulgar minds entertain of Religion? 
. in what ſuſpence muſt they be, when the found 
16 tions of it are thus ſhaken? ſpeculative Atheiſm TX 
' vented in Books and Pamphlets does little hurt, ffying 
| over the heads and hearts of the vulgar: but When 
'; that which they cannot ſee in ſpeculation, they feel 
in its effects, when they feel it too ſenſibly in the 3 
' loſs of their eſtates, when they behold to their 

' hurt Juſtice turn d an Extortioner or a Felon, and 
1 Religion become Her Accomplice, and by falſfe 7 
 _- oaths confirm Her falſe allegations; alas! how muſt 3 
1+ Thes abandon them to all thoſe poiſonous infuſions, == 
"|, which Atheiſm or Infidelity can inſtill? —_ 
Me acknowledge 27th all thankfulneſs, that i in | 
| the redreſs of theſe evils our exhortation is prevent. 
d by the approvd Zeal of Thoſe, before whom we 
ſpeak. We need not exhort Thoſe who have ben 

ſo zealous for God's Church, to be as jealows for his © 
! - holy Name, and to vindicate it from the blaſphemy 
olf the lewd Hirelings in perjury, to diſcover thoſe 
lurking Jvfidels, that preſume to ſauear falſely by it 

| 9 even in Their Preſence, and with a reſentment like 
deut ag ic. Unto God s to Cauſe their anger 7 en a In 
_ that man. = 
And fince God himſelf is with ; you in the Judge. 1 
ment, * in the congregation —— Gods," and by - 
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at St. Mary's; in san 


his preſence conſecrates the Courts of Juſtice; let 

4 Tour zeal, like our Lord's, purge out thence the pol 

1 N of Bribery under all it's infidious addreſſes 
opular names: let it take heed, that even 7015 

5000 of God may no more be made an houſe of mer- 

Candi /e, and 25 the Scales of Juſtice may hence- 

forth be kept as the balance of the Sanctuary. 

| To theſe publick ends was your Power given and 

* theſe will it be exacted and recompenc d: for tho 

| God declares to You your dignity, ſaying, Te are 

| Gods; yet in the ſame verſe he reminds You of your 

| Mortatey, ſaying that Te muſt dye like men ande. Pr Ba. 7. 

E hike one of 'f the Princes. Which leads me to 

| enforce this Admonition of the Text on the Judkes 

of the people, 0 

Thirdly, From the n of i it's final im- - 

| poreance to their owi Salvation. 

For the Time approaches, when theſe Jadiciary 

| ornaments, the venerable robes of honour, muſt be 

N achange for the common and lowly garb of mor- 

gs : when Te, who have now a ſuperiority over 

== the priſons of the Nation, muſt go down Your ſelves. 

9 1 to the comprehenſive priſon of the Grave: where. 

woe ſhall lye iſcuouſly, the great without diſtin- 

= | Ron the ſmall without read, where the poor hear 

=— 2 he voyce of. the Oppreſſour, nor the priſoners of Jod. 3. 8. | 

* the Judge. _ "+ 

nis confideration ſhould jneline Thoſe who fit 

4 4 on the ſat of licature, to look down with a 9 

4 XN ternal commiſeration on thoſe that tremble at their 
Tribunals: and however ** may now ſtand diſtin- 

4 8 = guiſh * 


72722 Eero © laden 


"a Ali + i Preach 2 


guiſh'd from Them by the fb of their bonds, 


. emblem as well as reward of their more infa- 
mous ſins, yet ſtill to conſider them as Brethren, 


and by their preſent mercy to demonſtrate that al- 
Lance, which they muſt confeſs when. they go down 
together 10 the bars of the pit, when both the Judge 
and they that are judged ſhall lye in one common 


priſon, and acknowledge one common parent, fa 9 
3 . , ing fo Corruption, thou art our Father. 


And as the beft men ſubmit to the arreſt of Death 
with a natural dread, and attend their releaſe in the 
Reſurrection with a Joyful expectation; ſo let the 
thoughts, of the impriſonment. You dread, and of 
the releaſe You expect, create in Lou a reluctance _— 
in confining, and a delight 1 in RK, Jour: cap- = 


tive brethren. 


But this fruitful contemplati jon muſt not end in 
the grave, the place of forgetfulneſs: for as in the MY 
_ courſe of Civil Juſtice Delinquents are reſerv'd in 
priſon, in order to be brought before Your Tribu- = 


Heb. 9457 nals; ſo in the Oeconomy of the Divine 77 zs ap- 


ment. 


"pointed to Men ot once to aye, but after that the Judgs- = 


Then comes on that great and P . 32ze, 
where by an impartial decifion of all the Tryals 5 be- 9 
tween the Oppreſſour and Impotent, the Extortio m 
ner and Fatherleſs which were adjournd hence, 
and by a publick reverſion of thoſe which haye been 

given on the wrong fide, The Scoffer and Infidel 

mall acknowledge, ſhall eternally feel, hat the 
| Gena.ay, "Judge 4 all the earth will do 7 before whoſe 
ans Judgement 


"ot 
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at St. Marys mOxrorD. 


| judgement ſeat no factious ſidings or combinations 


of great Men, ſupported by the tumultuous voice 


of the multitude, which prevail d with his Judges, 


ſhall prevail with Him; where no collufion or blind- 
ing of Evidence, no ſubornation of mercenary Ju- 
s, where no expectation of popular fame, or gran- 


deur, or dependencys, or flattery, or re/pe of per- 


ſons, ſhall influence the Scales of his eternal Ju- 


ice. 


And as all Men ſball give an account of their per- 


ſonal works, whether good or bad; ſo ſhall they 

= likewiſe for the execution of their publick Truſts, 
= whether legal or unjuſt. Where Kings and all that 
= are put in authority under them, ſhall be judg'd 
not only as Men, but as Governours of his people; 
not only as directors of their private actions, but as 
Adminiſtrators of publick affairs. When as the great 
Maſſacres of Chriſtians by ambitious wars or bloodyx 
= perſecutions ſhall be exacted of the great Oppreflours 
of the Earth; ſo the condemnation of thEinnocent, 
the oppreſſion of the fatherleſs : 
= Poor ſhall be requird of the ſubordinate Rulers of — 
the people: and in that day a ſharp judgement ſballvuassse 
be to them in high places, and mighty men ſhall be 

= mightiy tormented —© © © 
Since then there is a day appointed, when the par- 
ticular Judgements of Human tribunals ſhall be re- 
= <cxamin'd at the Judgement ſeat of Goa, fince all their 
=X decifions whether right or wrong, however dif: 
suis d or omitted in the rolls of human Courts, or 
4 effacd by the oblivion of Time, are enroll'd in the 


* faithful 


the grinding of the 


Ab Alfize Stakes: Preach 1 &c. 


We Faithful records of Heaven; let then that final Re. 
' tribution of Juſlice be tranſcrib'd i in Your preſent 
Adminiſtration: not in the affeQation of external 
_ dignity and ftate ; for what is all this temporary 
pomp, what this narrow confluence of the Nation, 
vhen compar d to the majeſtick glory of that Day, 
when the Lord ſhall deſcend to judge the world, 
F | when around his Throne all the par yo hoſts, Che- 
| | rubim and Seraphim, ſhall be gather d as ſpectators, 
| | all people, nations, and languages ſhall be ſummon d 
| | as Delinquents? no: let it be tranſeribd in the di. 
| '  ftribution'of Juſtice, in Righteouſneſs and Mercy 3B 
HH Righteouſneſs is your rule, and Mercy is your ex- 
pektation: Judge in righzeouſnefs, and ſo ſhall ye be | 
* clear when ye are judg d; but judge alſo in mercy, 1 
; and ſo ſhall you find mercy, ſuch mercy as Mall re.. 
P os again judgement.” 9 
I ; 1 In a word: ſince ye not only judę e ow the "YN 
HH but ſhall be judg d by him, * take beet 
WAY bat * ä 


N RN — * 
a; PATTI adorn” 32 - 
„ « W r 
n cx 3 / INES 8 1 
p + F EI IE IC Cs ‚ bh. 2 —6ij WIS 8 : . 
1 , ; EIS of ae IE 8 RP. 44 rc 2 0 
* OO oe os, tet ESR ot I ATR TTTY DN EE We * e x; . « 
4 , \ : 74 n F Ce TI, ad, es TY 5 


. — ar a LED — 


